
FROM 
SUPERINTENDENT GROND 

Greetings 

We have reached February, and we are 
fast approaching February 6; the date 
that the Board has called for a special 
election to vote on a general obligation 
bond for improvements to both 
buildings.  The board focused on three 
primary areas in developing these 
plans:  securing both buildings; when 
doing renovations and additions 
working to make sure that they would 
have the highest impact on the highest 
number of students for educational 
opportunities; working to make sure 
that there was not a significant tax 
increase for these improvements.  To 
view the plans they are located on the 
school website. I have also attached a 
list of FAQs (Frequently Asked 
Questions) about the planned project 
that have come up over the past month 
with the various presentations that 
have been given out the project.  

Why is the Board considering this? 
The Board began by looking at ways to 
make both buildings more secure, then 
began to address spaces that need 
updating or renovation. After the 
community toured the buildings and 
provided feedback, the board decided 
not only to address immediate issues 
but also make plans to meet future 
needs.  

What main areas of the buildings are 
being affected? 
After the community groups toured the 
buildings, it was evident that the 
secondary school had more needs.  We 
will look to add more space to both our 
industrial technology and agriculture 
areas as well as the performing arts.  
We will also change our entrances to 
improve security in each building.  

Other parts of the proposed plans 
include updating rooms in the 
secondary building and upgrading the 
p l a y g r o u n d e q u i p m e n t a t t h e 
elementary.   

How much will it cost? 
The projected cost will be $11.2 
million. We anticipate using both a 
General Obligation Bond that will be 
taken to the voters for consideration 
and One Cent Sales Tax to pay for 
these improvements.  

How much will it cost me? 
We believe that through the use of the 
One Cent Sales Tax and other levies, 
we can keep the overall cost to within 
20 cents of where the average levy rate 
has been for the past ten years. With 
our proposed plan of a 20 cent levy 
increase, a house that has an assessed 
valuation of $200,000 would see an 
increase of $22 per year.  A plot of 160 
acres of land in Sioux County would 
see an increase of $46 dollars per 
year.*  
* based on the average value of one 
acre in Sioux County 

How does Boyden-Hull’s levy rate 
compare to other schools in Sioux 
County? 
Over the past ten years, Boyden-Hull 
has had the second lowest levy rate 
among the five Sioux County Schools.  
Even with the possible increase, we 
will still be the second lowest in the 
county. 

When is the election? 
The election will be held on February 
6, 2018.  The polls will be located at 
the Demco Center in Boyden and at the 
Hull Community Library and will be 
open from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.  Absentee 
ballots will also be available.   

When will construction start and 
end? 
If the bond passes, we anticipate that 
we’ll begin construction on the new 
sections during the summer of 2018.  
Once the new const ruct ion is 
completed, we will begin remodeling 
existing spaces.   

Who should I contact if I want more 
information or have questions? 
You may contact Steve Grond at 
Boyden-Hull Community School 
D i s t r i c t a t 7 1 2 - 4 3 9 - 2 7 11 o r 
steve.grond@boyden-hull.org. 

Open Enrollment Option 

Parents/guardians considering open 
enrollment for their child(ren) into 
another school district in Iowa need to 
be aware of the following deadlines for 
filing the required paperwork. 

March 1, 2018 - This is the last date for 
regular open enrollment requests for 
the 2018-19 school year. For incoming 
kindergarten students, the deadline is 
September 1, 2018. 

Applications received after these 
deadlines will not be approved unless 
the reason for late filing qualifies for 
“good cause.” There are a number of 
state-approved reasons that qualify for 
“good cause,” including moving to a 
new district and change in the parents’ 
marital status. 

Transportation Assistance - Parents are 
responsible for transporting children 
open enrolled to another district. This 
applies to all students including those 
wi th an IEP. I f the need for 
transportation as a related service is 
stated in the IEP, as a general rule the 
parent is responsible for this obligation 
under open enrollment. If a child open 
enrolls to a district that is contiguous 
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(borders) to the home district, and the 
parents’ income meets economic 
eligibility requirements, the family 
m a y r e c e i v e a s t i p e n d f o r 
t r anspor ta t ion o r be p rov ided 
transportation by the district. Income 
verification must be provided to the 
resident district.  

Students that open enroll in grades 9 
through 12, shall not be eligible to 
participate in varsity contests and 
competitions during the first 90 school 
days of transfer. Please contact the 
Iowa Girls High School Athletic Union 
at (515) 288-9741 or the Iowa High 
School Athletic Association at (515) 
432-2011 for questions regarding 
eligibility. 

Contact the Superintendent’s Office if 
you have questions or need an open 
enrollment form. 

Elem. News 
by Tom Kerr
Elementary Principal

January and February are busy times 
for Boyden-Hull Elementary students. 
 These are the months for the important 
task of testing a child’s school 
knowledge thus far in the school year. 
 All elementary students in grades 
TK-6th just completed testing during 
the week of January 8th-12th using the 
AIMSweb assessment program.  All 
public school districts in the state of 
Iowa are giving the Iowa Assessments 
for the seventh consecutive year.  This 
assessment is more challenging at all 
grade levels compared to the previous 
ITBS.  Students in the elementary 
building are tested in second through 
sixth grades during the week of 
February 5th – 9th, 2018. 

The Iowa Assessment is a norm-
referenced standardized test.  This 
means that your child’s scores provide 
a comparison of his or her performance 
to that of thousands of other students 
who took the test under the same 

conditions.  The results help teachers 
to plan lessons that build upon what 
your child already knows and 
encourages progress in subjects your 
son or daughter has not yet mastered. 
 It is important to understand that no 
one “passes” or “fails” this test. 

The test includes many of the subjects 
that your child is taught in school. 
 Your child will be tested in reading, 
vocabulary, language, mathematics, 
science and social studies.  Depending 
on your child’s grade level, he or she 
may also have some additional tests. 

This type of test can give only certain 
kinds of information about how your 
child is doing in school.  To get a more 
complete picture, you also need to 
know how your son or daughter does 
with daily class work, other tests the 
teacher gives, homework and other 
activities. 

Iowa Assessments Testing Tips 

Below are some helpful ideas for each 
child:  

REST- Get a good night’s sleep 
throughout testing week. 

EAT- A good breakfast each morning 
is important.  Test taking uses a lot of 
energy. 

TRY- Do your best.  Even if some 
parts of the questions seem hard, keep 
trying and don’t give up. 

RELAX- Reassure your child about 
the test-taking experience.  Students 
who are calm and sure of themselves 
do better on a test. 

DISCUSS- Help your child understand 
that a test provides a chance to show 
what a student knows.  

FIRST GRADE “POOH DAY’  

January 18 was A.A. Milne’s (author 
of Winnie the Pooh) birthday.  The first 
graders celebrated Pooh’s birthday on 
January 18 by having a Pooh Birthday 
party at school.  They made a Winnie 
the Pooh craft, played Pooh Bear 
Bingo, and made a biography for Pooh. 
 They even had a birthday cupcake 
decorated with his paw print.  We hope 
children continue to cherish Winnie the 
Pooh stories. 

KINDERGARTEN NEWS 
by Deb Te Slaa, Kindergarten Teacher 

Penguins and winter weather were 
discussed..  The kids had fun making 
penguin cookies. They also celebrated 
100 days of school on Thursday, 
January 25. They made a butterfly out 
of the number 100 and ate a 100 piece 
snack! 

PRE-SCHOOL CENSUS SURVEY 

As an official census is no longer 
taken, we have no way of having 
access to the names of students who 
will be attending preschool from the 
Boyden-Hull District; therefore we are 
asking you to notify us if you know of 
parents who have children of pre-
school age who will be 4 for preschool 
by September 15, 2018. 
  
We would ask you to send us the 
following information: 
         1.  Parent’s Name 
         2.  Pre-schooler’s Name 
         3.  Pre-schooler’s Birthdate 
         4.  Address 
         5.  Phone Number 

Please send as much information as 
possible.  If you know only the 
parent’s name and address, send that. 
 Include as many parent’s names as 
you know.  Please send this 
information to Tom Kerr, Elementary 
Principal, Boyden-Hull Elementary 
School, P.O. Box 129, Boyden, IA 
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 51234.  Send parent’s names 
regardless of school affiliation as this 
information will be shared with the 
private schools when requested.  You 
may also call 725-2381. 

PRESCHOOL MEETING 

The 4 year old preschool parent 
meeting is scheduled for Monday 
night, Feb.5, at 6:30 p.m.  An 
informational letter has been sent to 
parents. 

PERFECT ATTENDANCE FOR 
2ND NINE WEEKS 

(* Denotes Perfect Attendance for 
First Semester) 

Congratulations to: 

Preschool:  Daniela Alvarado*, 
Christopher Anleu*, Micah Johnson*, 
Makenna Kleinwolterink, Quin 
Kleinwolterink*, Ashton Madsen*, 
M a K e n z i e M e s m a n * , P a r k e r 
Nachtigal, Milagros Perez-Hernandez, 
William Ricks*, Julian Sanchez*, 
Kolbie Van Beek*, Milanya Van 
Schepen*, Maelyn Woelber* 
  
TK:  Juan De Leon, Albert Jansma*, 
Enrique Mendez, Ethan Scholten, 
Teagan Sipma, Tatum Vander Schaaf 
  
Kindergarten: Brooklyn Hewitt, 
Kolby Nell, Elian Becerra, Taelyn 
Doorenbos*, Ashlyn Van Der Brink*, 
Emalynn Vanden Brink* 
  
First Grade:  Whitley Diekevers*, 
Amree Hoekstra*, Andon Hoekstra, 
K a y l e e K a m i e s , P a i s l e y 
Kleinwolterink*, Brian Mendez, 
Emma Ortiz*, Jessica Sipma*, Collin 
Wellendorf, Brevin Woelber* 
  
Second Grade:  Danika Buyert*, 
Valeria Duenas-Topete, Liza Jansma*, 
Eric Luevano*, Camron Miller, Lane 
Moret*, Adeline Nell, Grady Noble, 
Taya Vander Schaaf*, Blake Verhoef* 
  

Third Grade:  Kellen Damstra*, 
Eloise De Wit*, Isaak Sanchez*, 
Angela Sandoval*, Justin Sipma, 
Rhiannnan Van Beek, Charlie Vollink 
  
Fourth Grade: Edith Hinojosa, Carter 
Kleinwolterink, Mya Kleinwolterink, 
Kade Moret*, Aalijah Moss 
  
Fifth Grade:  Juan Arcos, Emely 
Berrios, Olivia Buyert*, Gavin 
Dokter*, Aavyn Hoekstra, Andrew 
Neuman, Makinze Rensink*, Drew 
Rozeboom*, Taylor Sohl, Trevor 
Verhoef,Landon Woelber*, Carson 
Zoet* 
  
Sixth Grade:  Monika Angel*, 
Christian Buyert*, Chloe Hoftyzer*, 
Danica Kooiker, Owen Ribbens, 
Christina Sohl, Morgan Wellendorf* 

GENERAL MILLS BOX TOPS 
AND EDUCATION 

The box top deadline is March 1 
(postmarked).  Please save your box 
tops and send them to school with your 
children.  The more we collect, the 
more we can do for our school. 
 $329.36 was received from General 
Mills for our fall collection of box 
tops.  This money is placed in the fund 
that pays for the students’ field trips. 
 Thank you! 

PARADE OF BANDS CONCERT  

The Boyden-Hull Instrumental Music 
Department will be holding their 
Parade of Bands Concert on Monday, 
February 26 at 7:30 PM in the High 
School Auditorium.  All students in 
grades 5-12 will be performing. The 
5th grade band will begin the program 
followed by the 6th grade band, junior 
high band and ending with the HS 
band. 5-6 grade students should report 
to the HS choir room by 7:00 PM to 
warm-up and tune.  9-12 students 
should meet in the HS Band room by 
7:30 PM for warm-up and tuning. 

5-6 students need to dress up for the 
program. 7-12 students will need to 
wear black pants, socks and shoes with 
a white shirt. 

This program is a required part of the 
Boyden-Hull band program. Please 
contact Ms. Eulberg (5-6 & 9-12), Ms. 
Fox (7-8) or the Boyden-Hull 
Elementary/High School in case of an 
unavoidable absence.  

by Dan Pottebaum
High School Principal

Iowa Assessment Tests: 

During the week of February 5th, the 
JH/HS building will be administering 
the Iowa Assessment (Formally known 
as the ITED/ITBS) tests.  The Iowa 
Assessments will be given to students 
in grades 2nd - 11th.   This is one 
snapshot of where our students are in 
their education.  While this is one 
glimpse of our students’ abilities, this 
test is one of the reports our school 
district reports to the Iowa Department 
of Education.  The grades in which are 
reported to the state are the 4th, 8th, and 
11th grades.  There are a variety of tests 
and subjects on the Iowa Assessment 
tests.  These test scores are compared 
to other students in the State of Iowa 
and Nationally.  It is important that the 
students do their very best on these 
tests.  The results of these test scores 
are also used to evaluate students 
individual progress, identify areas of 
strengths and weaknesses, and if 
students are “at risk” in any of the 
academic areas.   

During the week of the test, here are 
some tips to help your child to do 
better on the tests.  First, a good night 
of rest is important.  7-8 hours of sleep 
is recommended for school age 
students.  Secondly, a good breakfast 
to start off the day.  Without breakfast, 
a student’s body is using energy from 
the previous day or their reserves.  A 
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simple glass of milk or juice with toast 
or cereal will make a big difference in 
how the student feels.  As a school, we 
try to spread the test out.  We want to 
avoid testing fatigue.  We will give 1 or 
2 test a day depending on the length of 
the test.  We also try to give the test in 
the curricular area that they are being 
tested in to provide comfort and 
familiarity.  All these little things add 
up to help the students to do their very 
best.  Thank you for your help! 

Course Registration for 2018-19 

The incoming freshman for the 
2018-19 school year will have a "High 
School Orientation" on Tuesday, 
March 13th at 7:00 pm.  A letter will be 
sent with the information to each of the 
incoming freshman.  This evening will 
be the first night of the Spring PT 
conferences.  Just remember that there 
will be a meeting for the students and 
parents to visit with Mr. Francis about 
their 4-year plan and other decisions 
that have to be made concerning 
completing their registration.  Students 
will be encouraged to bring their 
laptops to this meeting so that they can 
complete there online registration on 
this evening.   

All other students in grades 9-11, will 
be completing PREREGISTRATION 
between March 13th and April 6th.  Mr. 
Francis will soon begin meeting with 
individual classes to hand out and 
explain the registration materials, 
requirements, and deadlines.  In order 
to complete their registration, the 
students will need to review their four-
year plan with the faculty and 
Guidance Counselor, and finally hand 
in their signed finalized class requests 
by April 6th.  We will be posting the 
course description booklet that has the 
course descriptions and graduation 
requirements on the school’s website 
after the February 12th Board Meeting.  
The school will have printed copies for 
those who do not have access to the 
internet at home.   Part of the 

registration consists of students 
entering their course requests on-line.  
Mr. Francis will also be explaining the 
procedure to the students in individual 
class meetings.  

Drivers Education 

I have had some inquiries on the dates 
for Drivers Education for the Summer 
of 2018.  At this time after speaking 
with the instructor and other schools 
involved, it looks like we will set the 
dates for the two sessions as follows: 

June Session - June 4th - 8th and June 
11th - 15th (Classes run from 8 am - 11 
am) 

July Session - July 9th - July 13th and 
July 16th - July 20th (Classes run from 8 
am - 11 am) 

These dates are tentative and may 
change if there are more dates that 
need to be made up after the Memorial 
Day weekend.  There will be a survey 
link shared with all schools and on the 
Boyden-Hull School Website in the 
beginning of February that you can go 
to pre-register your son or daughter.  
In order to be eligible for the Drivers 
Education course, your son or daughter 
must have turned 14 prior to April 1st 
and have their learners permit.  Please 
understand the reason for these 
requirements.  We ask that the student 
have approximately 60 days of driving 
with their parents in practicing with 
their learning permit.  When an 
inexperience driver is enrolled in 
Drivers Education, not only are they 
putting themselves at risk, but they 
have the ins t ruc tor and o ther 
passengers in the vehicle.  Please 
practice driving with your children 
whenever it is possible.  The 
requirements for successful completion 
of Drivers Education is 30 hours of 
class time with a minimum of 12 hours 
of driving (6 hours of driving and 6 
hours of observation).  Your child’s 

attendance is required in these class 
sessions.   

SENIOR OPEN CAMPUS  

Open Campus has begun for our 
eligible seniors.  Those on open 
campus can leave school during their 
study halls.  Don’t be surprised if you 
see some of our students out and about 
during the school day.  If you find that 
our students behave in an inappropriate 
manner while on open campus, please 
call the school at 439-2440.  Open 
campus is a privilege they have earned, 
but they also must continue to meet the 
expectations of their academic 
schedule and behavior as well. 

Parent-teacher Conferences 

* * - P A R E N T - T E A C H E R 
CONFERENCES are coming up. 
March13th (4-7 pm) and March 15th 

(4-8 pm) are the scheduled dates and 
times for these conferences. 
**There will be no school on Friday, 
March 16th as this is the comp day for 
parent-teacher conferences.  In 
February, we will be contacting 
families as we schedule the Student 
Led Conferences that we are going to 
lead this Spring.   

2018 Tentative Graduation Date 

For your information, please note that 
the TENTATIVE date for the 2018 
Boyden-Hull Commencement has 
been set for Sunday, May 20th at 2 PM, 
in the high school gym.  The 
Baccalaureate service is tentatively 
scheduled for Sunday, May 13th at 
Boyden First Reformed Church.  We 
hope that we do not have any more 
school cancellations due to weather.  
As we flipped the calendar to February, 
we have at least 1 1/2 months of winter 
left and we all know how spring in 
Iowa can change on a dime.  Please 
mark these dates on your calendars and 
we wi l l be ge t t ing addi t ional 
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information out if these dates will 
change. 

February Band Events - 2018  

February 6        Pep Band-Rock Valley  

February 8 - Morningside Jazz Festival 

February 19 - NWIBA Jazz Band 
Festival- LeMars 

February 26 - Parade of Bands Concert 
(includes grades 5-12) 7:30 PM HS  

Upcoming B-H Show Choir Dates 

Tuesday, March 13  USD Jazz Festival, 
Vermillion 
Saturday, March 17  Underwood 
Ultimate Show Choir Competition 
Friday and Saturday, March 23 and 24  
Swing Show 
Tuesday, March 27  NE Jazz Festival, 
Norfolk 
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FLU INFORMATION

What is the flu? 

Influenza (the flu) is an infection of the nose, throat, 

and lungs caused by influenza viruses. There are 

many different influenza viruses that are constantly 

changing. Flu viruses cause illness, hospital stays and 

deaths in the United States each year. 

The flu can be very dangerous for children. Each year 

about 20,000 children younger than 5 years old are 

hospitalized from flu complications, like pneumonia.  

How serious is the flu? 
Flu illness can vary from mild to severe. While the flu 
can be serious even in people who are otherwise healthy, 
it can be especially dangerous for young children and 
children of any age who have certain long-term health 
conditions, including asthma (even mild or controlled), 
neurological and neurodevelopmental conditions, chronic 
lung disease, heart disease, blood disorders, endocrine 

disorders (such as diabetes), kidney, liver, and metabolic 
disorders, and weakened immune systems due to disease 
or medication. Children with these conditions and children 
who are receiving long-term aspirin therapy can have 
severe illness from the flu. 

How does the flu spread?
Most experts believe that flu viruses spread mainly by 
droplets made when people with the flu cough, sneeze 
or talk. These droplets can land in the mouths or noses of 
people who are nearby. Less often, a person might get the 
flu by touching something that has flu virus on it and then 
touching their own mouth, eyes or nose.

What are the symptoms of the flu? 
Symptoms of the flu can include fever, cough, sore throat, 
runny or stuffy nose, body aches, headache, chills, fatigue 
and sometimes vomiting and diarrhea (more common in 
children than adults). Some people with the flu will not 
have a fever.

How long can a sick person spread  
the flu to others?
People with the flu may be able to infect others from 1 day 
before getting sick to 5 to 7 days after. However, children 
and people with weakened immune systems can infect 
others for longer periods of time, especially if they still have 
symptoms.

PROTECT YOUR CHILD
How can I protect 
my child against the flu?
To protect against the flu, the first and most important 
thing you can do is to get a flu vaccine for yourself and 
your child. 

	Vaccination is recommended for everyone 6 months  
and older. 

	It’s especially important that young children and 
children with long-term health conditions get 
vaccinated. (See list of conditions in “How serious is the 
flu?”)
	Caregivers of children with health conditions or of 
children younger than 6 months old should get 
vaccinated. (Babies younger than 6 months are too 
young to be vaccinated themselves.)  

	Another way to protect babies is to vaccinate pregnant 
women. Research shows that flu vaccination gives 
some protection to the baby both while the woman is 
pregnant and for several months after the baby is born.   

Flu vaccine is updated annually to protect against the flu 
viruses that research indicates are most likely to cause 
illness during the upcoming flu season. Flu vaccines are 
made using strict safety and production measures. Over 
the years, millions of flu vaccines have been given in the 
United States with a very good safety record.

The Flu:  
A Guide for Parents 


