
Open Enrollment Option 

Parents/guardians considering open 
enrollment for their child(ren) into 
another school district in Iowa need to 
be aware of the following deadlines for 
filing the required paperwork. 

March 1, 2020 - This is the last date for 
regular open enrollment requests for 
the 2020-21 school year. For incoming 
kindergarten students, the deadline is 
September 1, 2020. 

Applications received after these 
deadlines will not be approved unless 
the reason for late filing qualifies for 
“good cause.” There are a number of 
state-approved reasons that qualify for 
“good cause,” including moving to a 
new district and change in the parents’ 
marital status. 

Transportation Assistance - Parents are 
responsible for transporting children 
open enrolled to another district. This 
applies to all students including those 
wi th an IEP. I f the need for 
transportation as a related service is 
stated in the IEP, as a general rule the 
parent is responsible for this obligation 
under open enrollment. If a child open 
enrolls to a district that is contiguous 
(borders) to the home district, and the 
parents’ income meets economic 
eligibility requirements, the family 
m a y r e c e i v e a s t i p e n d f o r 
t r anspor ta t ion o r be p rov ided 
transportation by the district. Income 
verification must be provided to the 
resident district.  

Students that open enroll in grades 9 
through 12, shall not be eligible to 
participate in varsity contests and 
competitions during the first 90 school 
days of transfer. Please contact the 
Iowa Girls High School Athletic Union 
at (515) 288-9741 or the Iowa High 
School Athletic Association at (515) 

432-2011 for questions regarding 
eligibility. 

Contact the Superintendent’s Office if 
you have questions or need an open 
enrollment form. 

Elem. News 
by Tom Kerr
Elementary Principal

The last three months of school can be 
d i ff i cu l t fo r s tuden ts i f the i r 
organizational skills are lacking in 
c e r t a i n a r e a s . S t u d e n t s n e e d 
organization skills to succeed in school 
and life. This important quality will 
help children not to lose their school 
materials, forget what they’re supposed 
to do, or forget to turn homework in on 
time. 
     
Parental and teacher support plays a 
vital role in helping students learn this 
responsible behavior that each person 
needs to become a successful student. 
The Parent Institute encourages the 
following tips listed below to help each 
student with this necessary skill: 
      
Maintain an assignment notebook. 
These special notebooks have been 
provided to every third through sixth 
grade student at the elementary. Your 
child should write down every 
assignment, test or project and the date 
in which they are due. They should 
look at this notebook before leaving 
school each day to make sure all 
needed books or materials are brought 
home. 
      
Make “To Do” lists. After school, your 
child should review this assignment 
notebook with someone and make a 
list of everything that needs to be 
accomplished before bedtime. A 
picture list can be created for younger 
s t u d e n t s w i t h o u t a s s i g n m e n t 
notebooks. Let your son/daughter 

check or cross off each task as it is 
completed by them. 
      
Take care of the hard tasks first. 
Especially with homework, projects or 
tests, it’s best to complete the most 
difficult tasks when their energy level 
is elevated. 
      
Hopefully, these tips will boost the 
organization skills of every student; 
who can struggle at various times in 
their life with the fast paced world 
around them. Your continued support 
of learning and organization will help 
to ensure success at school for your 
child that will last a lifetime. 

Music Fun! 
by Jill L. DeRuyter 

Elementary music class has been 
full of excitement lately! We just 
finished up a unit called Mallet 
Madness. During this unit, every 
student played an instrument using 
mallets. The music room was set 
up with 23 different percussion 
instruments, including xylophones, 
metallophones, glockenspiels, and 
drums. We rotated to different 
instruments frequently and learned 
about note va lues, rhy thms 
patterns, and different mallet 
techniques. We all enjoyed Mallet 
Madness!
 
The 4th and 5th grade students are 
preparing to attend the Link Up 
C o n c e r t b y t h e S i o u x C i t y 
Symphony Orchestra in March. 
This concert is designed for 
students and encourages student 
participation. We are learning 
songs to sing as the orchestra 
plays. We are also practicing our 
recorders so we can play along 
with the orchestra during their 
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performance. It will be a very 
valuable educational experience for 
our 4th and 5th grade students.

POSTER COMPETITION 
by Ruth Kleinwolterink 

On February 21 we had Nelva Huitink 
from the Sioux County Soil & Water 
Conservation visit grades 2nd-6th. This 
year’s poster contest theme is “Where 
would we BEE without Pollinators?”.  
Nelva discussed the importance of 
pollination, protecting the pollinator’s 
surroundings, and plants that attract 
pollinators. Students are in the process 
of working on their posters. Posters 
will be judged through the SCSWC 
and entries are due March 20, 2020.  

PRESCHOOL NEWS 
by Annie Van Der Zwaag 

On February 19 the preschool class took 
a field trip to the Boyden pit.  Our class 
spent the last month learning about what 
animals do in the winter.  At the pit, we 
sent on a scavenger hunt and found 
different items in nature.  The highlight 
of the trip was finding all the different 
animal prints in the snow. 

POP CAN DRIVE  

A special “thank you” to all those that 
contributed to our second pop can 
drive in December. Our next drive will 
take place March 5 & 6. We would 
greatly appreciate your plastic pop 
bottles and aluminum cans.  If you 
have containers to donate but do not 
know an elementary student, please 
call the school at 725-2381. 

Parent/Teacher Conferences 

The second set of Parent/Teacher 
Conferences are scheduled for 
Monday, March 16 from 4-7 p.m. and 
Thursday, March 19 from 4-8 p.m. 
with No School on Friday, March 20. 

Conference times will be sent home 
with students as reminders to parents.  

Title 1 Reading Information 
Jacinda Zoet & Jennifer Dacken 

Title 1 Reading students and their 
families are invited to our spring Title 
1 literacy night on March 23 from 6:30 
pm - 7:30 pm.  We have fun activities 
planned with an exciting spring theme.  
More information will be sent home 
with Title 1 students as we get closer to 
our fun event! 

Secondary Newsletter 
by Dan Pottebaum 

Student Led Conferences 
It is hard to imagine that we are 
already in March and Spring Parent-
Teacher Conferences are just around 
the corner.  The Spring Parent Teacher 
Conferences will be held on: 

Monday, March 16th (4-7 pm) 
Wednesay, March 18th (2:30-4:00 pm) 
Thursday, March 19th (4-8 pm) 

We will once again be conducting 
Student Led Conferences this spring 
where your student will lead the 
conference held with their Comet Time 
Advisor.  Each conference slot has 30 
minutes.  We have seen several 
benefits to this format in the spring.  In 
a recent survey the teachers were 
given, the teachers were asked what 
were the advantages of Student Led 
Conferences.  Twenty of the JH/HS 
teachers noted that students took more 
responsibility of their learning and 
o w n e r s h i p o f t h e i r a c a d e m i c 
accomplishments.  Another advantage 
the teachers noted was the opportunity 
for the student to self evaluate 
themselves.  While this may be 
uncomfortable for the student, the 
students are asked to evaluate 
themselves in Time Management, 
Organization, Work Ethic/Effort, 
Attitude/Mindset, and Character/

Integrity.  Once the students have 
evaluated themselves, they can also 
compare how they do in these areas as 
the teachers also evaluate each student 
they see in these same areas.  

In addition to the Student and Teacher 
Evaluations, students have a Student 
Interest and Goals Inventory that they 
have completed and will share with 
their parents.  In the Student Portfolio, 
students have their Iowa Student 
Assessment of Student Progress 
(ISASP) scores.  If students have taken 
the ASVAB, ACT, or PSAT, they will 
also have access to these scores in their 
portfolios.  Lastly, students will be able 
to share artifacts of activities, projects, 
and other samples of their work during 
the school year with their parents at the 
conference or simply by sharing their 
portfolio.   

This spring, we will also have BH 
High School Student Council members 
provide tours to the parents and 
students.  While many of the students 
see the changes daily, many of our 
parents have not had the opportunity to 
see the progress and what is currently 
taken place in the renovations.  Please 
feel free to come early or hang around 
a bit after your student’s conference 
and see the building.  Quite possibly 
we may be in the new offices or 
making the transition at approximately 
t h e w e e k o f P a r e n t Te a c h e r 
Conferences.   

We will have translators available for 
parents/guardians who need assistance 
understanding the information shared 
at the conferences.  Over the next two 
weeks, please be communicating with 
your student about their scheduled 
conference with their advisor.  If you 
are unable to make it one of these two 
evenings, we would encourage and 
invite you to have your student 
schedule an alternative time.  We look 
forward to seeing you on these 
evenings and continuing to partnership 
with you in the growth of your student. 

�2

ELEMENTARY NEWS



Summer Drivers Education 
It is hard to imagine that we are 
already planning for the Summer’s 
Drivers Education Course.  In speaking 
with the instructor, we have scheduled 
tentative dates for the summer session.  
The session will run the following 
dates and times: 

Monday, June 1st - Thursday, June 4th 
- 8 am - 11 am 
Monday, June 8th - Thursday, June 
11th - 8 am - 11 am 
Monday, June 15th and Tuesday, June 
16th - 8 am - 11 am 

Students are required to attend all 10 
class sessions to achieve the mandatory 
30 hours of classroom instruction.  We 
allow one absence before a student is 
dropped unless there are medical or 
bereavement reasons.  Even if a 
student misses one class, they need to 
make up the hours of instruction 
missed.  Once we get a bit further into 
Spring, we will be sending out a 
registration link.  Even though we are 
through January and February, old man 
winter can show up in March and 
extend the school year.  We will be 
sharing the registration link with the 
other local schools at the beginning of 
April when we have a clearer picture 
of the end of school.   

Scholarship Evening & NHS Society 
On Tuesday, April 14th, we will be 
recognizing new National Honor 
Society Members along with the 
current members.  Sophomores - 
Seniors who are eligible for application 
were inv i t ed to comple te the 
applicat ion beginning Monday, 
February 24th.  Deadline for students 
to apply is this Friday, March 6th at 4 
pm.  If your student is chosen for this 
recognition, we will invite your student 
and you as parents to attend this 
banquet and ceremony on Tuesday, 
April 14th at 6:30 pm. 

Also on this evening, we invite all the 
seniors that have been selected to 
receive a scholarship that is run 
through the Boyden-Hull Dollars for 
Scholars® Program.  Seniors were 
given information for the applications 
for these scholarships in Tuesday, 
February 25th.  The deadlines for these 
scholarships vary.  Many are due 
between March 13th and March 20th.  
As we met with the students, we 
encouraged them to apply for as many 
of these as well as any other 
scholarships that are available in the 
community or at the post-secondary 
institution they plan to attend.  As we 
shared with the students, if they work 
one hour on an application for a $500 
scholarship, that is a great investment 
of their time to pay for their future 
education.  If your student is selected 
to receive a scholarship, we require 
them to be in attendance at the 
scholarship banquet as we also invite 
the donors of the scholarships.  We 
t ru ly apprec ia te the f ami l i e s , 
community members, and businesses 
that provide scholarships and this is a 
great way to connect the student to the 
donor and allow them to share their 
appreciation. 

Upcoming Events 
It seems like the further into the school 
year we get, the faster the end arrives.  
Over the next month as we transition to 
winter activities to spring activities, we 
have a lot going on in the fine arts.  
Here are a few of the events in March: 

Tuesday, March 3rd - Jazz Band 
competes at the Augustana Jazz 
Festival 
Wednesday, March 4th - Show Choir 
performs at Prairie Ridge Assisted 
Living 
Saturday, March 7th - FFA Districts at 
Sibley 
Wednesday, March 11th - Jazz Band 
performs at Prairie Ridge Assisted 
Living 
Saturday, March 14th - Individual 
State Speech Contest 

Tuesday, March 17th - Show Choir 
competes at USD Show Choir Contest 
Saturday, March 21st - Show Choir 
competes at Underwood Show Choir 
Contest 
Friday, March 27th and Saturday, 
March 28th - Boyden-Hull Swing 
Show 
Monday, March 30th - Individual All-
State Speech Festival 
Tuesday, March 31st - FFA Banquet

JH Band 
Emily Laackmann 

Parade of Bands Concert: 

Junior High Band students need to be 
in the choir room dressed and ready to 
warm up at 6:50. Junior High students 
will need to wear their black band 
polos, black pants, black socks, and 
black shoes. 

BVU Honor Band: 

Congratulations to Fernando Diaz, 
clarinet, and Jozephine Kaufman, 
trumpet, for being selected to 
participate and perform in the Buena 
Vista Honor Band. The concert will be 
held on March 7 at 7:00 in Schaller 
Chapel at BVU. 

HS March Band Events 

March 2 Parade of Bands 7:00 PM-  
HS auditorium 

March 3 Augustana Jazz Festival -  
perform @ 11:30 AM 

March 27-28  Swing Show 7:30 PM 

April 4- 2A HS Solo and Ensemble 
Contest 

Parade of Bands Concert 

On Monday, March 2, the Parade of 
Bands Concert will be held in the high 
school auditorium beginning at 7:00 
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PM.  The concert will begin with the 
5th grade band, followed by the 6th 
grade band, junior high band and high 
school band.  The final song in the 
concert will be performed by the 
6th-12th grade band members, forming 
a mass band. 

5-6 grade students will meet in the 
high school band room at 6:30 PM for 
warm-up before the concert.  Students 
need to dress up in nice clothes for the 
performance.  The Parade of Bands 
concert is a required performance for 
all band students.  

HS Band members will meet in the 
band room at 7:00 PM.  Dress is the 
new band shirts with black pants, black 
shoes and black socks.  All band shirts 
must be hung up on the appropriate 
hangers in the correct order following 
the concert. 

  
In case of an unanticipated absence 
please call the elementary at 725-2381 
or the high school at 439-2440. 

Upcoming Show Choir Competitions 

JUNIOR-SENIOR PROM  
GRAND MARCH 
by Tim Brunsting 

The Junior Class of Boyden-Hull will 
once again be hosting Grand March to 
kick off the events of the Junior-Senior 
Prom “Rustic Romance”. This year’s 
prom will take place on Friday, April 
24. The Grand March will be in the 
high school theater and will begin at 
7:00 PM. The junior class will be 
selling advance tickets to attend the 

Grand March. Tickets will be sold for 
$3. If you wish to purchase tickets 
contact Tim Brunsting at the high 
s c h o o l a t 4 3 9 - 2 4 4 0 o r a t 
t im.brunst ing@boyden-hul l .org . 
Tickets will go on sale for the Grand 
March starting Monday, March 23rd. 
Thanks 

When Grand March ends we plan to 
start the banquet immediately.  We are 
asking for your cooperation this year in 
leaving at the completion of Grand 
March so we can continue with the 
evening’s events.  Please take this into 
consideration with pictures, etc. and 
make sure to get these accomplished 
before 7:00.  Thank you for your 
coopera t ion in making th i s a 
memorable and enjoyable evening for 
your son or daughter.  
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An Eve n i ng o f E l o que nce 
at t h e 

Sp e ak Easy C o f fe e , Te a , and B i s c o t t i  Ba r

Join the  
Boyden-Hull State Speech Team 

in an evening of speech  
performance and refreshments.   

April 2, 2019 
6:30 p.m. 

Boyden-Hull High School Theater 
(Recommended $5 donation per person to  

defray contest and travel expenses.) 

mailto:tim.brunsting@boyden-hull.org
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FEATURE: March
Here’s how you can put 5-2-1-0 into action this month:

FIND MORE 5-2-1-0 RESOURCES: www.iowahealthieststate.com/5210

The 5-2-1-0 Feature
is brought to you by:

Share your 5-2-1-0 
fun on social media:

#HealthyChoicesCount

National School 
Breakfast Week

Start your day with breakfast!

BREAKFAST
WHY IT’S IMPORTANT: A healthy breakfast gives 
children the nutrition their body needs to start 
the day. Children who eat breakfast are more 
likely to do well in school, have an overall 
better mood, eat healthier during the day and 
have a healthy weight.

WHAT MAKES A BALANCED BREAKFAST? Try to have 
at least two different food groups as part of a 
child’s breakfast. Here are some examples:
• Protein: Eggs, nuts or peanut butter
• Grains: Whole-grain cereal or oatmeal
• Fruits: Apple, orange, banana or berries
• Vegetables: Chop and add to scrambled  

eggs or include greens in smoothies
• Dairy: Low-fat milk or yogurt

Encourage students to 
eat breakfast at school by 
celebrating National School 
Breakfast Week March 2-6. The 
#NSBW2020 theme is “School 
Breakfast: Out of this World.” 

Learn about best practices 
for school breakfast (based on 
feedback from Iowa students) 
and check out these resources to 
make your NSBW a success:
• NSBW Toolkit
• NSBW Activity Sheets and  

Coloring Pages
• Marketing and PR resources


